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I.—Fonrzten Porrics. 


The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 18th September, cannot believe 8°>v4* Samrvam, 
the Pioneer's statement that it is at the special — 
| request of the Amir of Afghanistan that the 
roposed mission 18 being sent to that country. If the Amir is reall 
ao anxious a8 he 1s reported to be to take English advice, why does he not 
end bis own agent to India to meet the Governor-General, instead of inviting 
sn English mission to his own country for the purpose? And supposing 
hat the Amir has asked for a mission, it cannot for a moment be supposed 
that Lord Dufferin has agreed to send one simply with the view of pleasing 
the Amir. The fact is, the Government of India had a secret object of its. 
oan to serve by sending a mission to Cabul. Similarly, it cannot be 
believed that the Nizam’s proposal to send a high official of his State to 
accompany the mission is of a voluntary nature. The Government of India 
probably thinks that the presence in the mission of the representative of a 
great Mahomedan Chief in India will ensure its safety in Afghanistan, and 
has therefore induced the Nizam to let one of his high officials accompany 
mission. | 
9, The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 20th September, thus delivers svnms Pataxs, 


t Sept. 20th, 1888, 
The foreign policy of Lord Dufferin. pe Da oe of the foreign policy of 


The Cabul mission. 


The defenders of Lord Dufferin’s foreign policy say that by securing 
the friendship of the Amir of Afghanistan His Excellency has, once for all, 
removed those difficulties in which the scientific frontier policy of Lord 
Lytton had landed the State. The Amir of Afghanistan being now a friend 
of the English Government, every chance of Russian intrigue in that country 
has been destroyed. And the forts constructed on the north-western frontier 
of India, under His Excellency’s direction, have made a Russian invasion 
of India an absolute impossibility. 

To take up the last word first, the frontier forts, though much money 
has been spent on their construction, are hardly up to the mark. oe 

The friendship of the Amir, which has been purchased and is being 
maintained at so ruinous a Cost, is of most uncertain value. So long as the 
Amir gets the annual subsidies, he may remain friendly to the English. 
But who shall say that he will not turn his back upon the latter directly 
those subsidies cease; or that, even now, he will not go over to Russia if. 
Russia offers him better terms than the English? Again, supposing that the 
Amir will always remain friendly to the English, the fact that he is con- 
tantly engaged in overcoming difficulties in his own country does not’ make 
probable that he can be of much service to the English Government. 
tis also to be remarked regarding this friendship with Abdar Rahman 
that the moment the Air loses his throne all the supposed:advantages of 
Lord Dufferin’s clever foreign policy will vanish like a dream. The rebellion 
of Ishak Khan is likely to put His Excellency’s Afghan policy to the test. 

It may be that this rebellion of Isak Khan is due to Russian intrigue. 
For surely Ishak Khan is not the fool to rise single-handed against the 

wir, who is known to be backed by the power and prestige of England. 
t ig probable that Russia will make use of this Be pre to march an 
my into Afghanistan upon some pretext or other, and if the English carry 
il Opposing army to support the Air, a fearful collision between the two. 
Powers will be inevitable. The best course for the English Government — 
vil therefore be to let the affairs of Afghanistan alone and to abandon the 
tea of sending another mission to Cabul. : | : 


3. Tne Prajé Bandhu, of the 21st September, says that if the news Pass Baxnay, 
The Tibet war be true that there is a European amongst the Bept. Slat, 1888. 
| Tibetan soldiers encamped on the Sikkim 


SaNJIVANT, 
Sept. 22nd, 1888. 


SaMVaD PRARHAEAR, 
Sept. 24th, 1888. 


SaNSODHINT, 
Sept. a4th, 1888, 


ARYAVARTA, 
Sept. 15th, 1888. 


that.the Russian followers of Prejevalsky are coming to Tibet ostensibly Ona 


- to-send an English mission to the country of the Afghans. : 
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frontier, then the Tibet war may yet become 4 serious affair! Can it hp 


scientific mission, but really for the purpose of helping the Tibetans against 
the English P Pe Lae z 
4 The Sanjtvant, of the 22nd September, after giving a history of 
' English missions to Cabul from 1809 dow 
to the date of the Cavagnari massacre says that 
the Afghans were friendly to Elphinstone’s mission of 1809 as well as to 
Alexander Burnes who went to Oabul in 1839. . But after the first Caby 
war they felt that the English who had devastated their hearths and homes, 
destroyed their lives and wantonly invaded their country, could not be 
their friends. It was for this. reason that after the first Afghan wat Burnes 
and Macnaghten and the whole English army in Afghanistan were massacred, 
he second Afghan war confirmed the Afghan belief that the English 
are not their friends and so they massacred Sir Louis Cavagnari. 
About ten years have passed away since the second Afghan war, yet 
the Afghans have not forgotten the horrors of that war. There are among 
them still thousands of men who have been ruinéd by that war, and whom 
that war brought severe domestic bereavement. It will be therefore impolitic 


The Cabul mission. 


Abdur Rahman may be friendly to the English, but his subjects have 
seen nothing in Englishmen for which they can love them. Disturbances 
are, moreover, rife in Afghanistan at the present moment. Ishak Khan has 
raised the standard of revolt in Turkestan. It will therefore be inconceivable 
folly to meddle in the internal affairs of Afghanistan by sending the proposed 
mission. India again has been this year visited by many calamities. 
In Bengal floods have destroyed the crops and Orissa ‘has been visited by 
famine. Under these circumstances, it is hoped, that Lord Dufferin will 
have the good sense to abandon the project of sending a perilous mission 
to Cabul. 9 

5. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 24th September, says that Lord 

‘The Tibet War, Dufferin is waging this war against Tibet in 
the interests of English traders. The Indians 

will therefore have no objection to this war, if England contributes men 
and money for it. But no, England will not do that, and Lord Dufferin 
will trample upon justice by making the Indian tax-payer pay all the 
expenses of this war. History will cherish an undying memory of this 
iniquitous act of Lord Dufferin on the eve of his departure. — a 


1lI.—Homsz ApMINISTRATION, 


(a) —Police. | 


6. The Sansodhini, of the 14th September, asks the authorities to 
LI ea depute Ramkanta Baboo and Akhil Baboo, 
Middle English School by fre. + SUb-Inspectors of Police, to make a joint 
enquiry into the circumstances which led to the 

destruction by fire of the Chittagong Middle English School premises. 
- 9% The Arydvarta, of os 15th September, says that a ar of 
udmashes are doing great mischief in Dara- 
pnenines *o Rpnieton: Cente. bazar, Calcutta. They institute ‘false suits 
in the Small Cause Court against persons who owe them nothing, and make 
one of their own party stand for the defendant. This man accepts tbe 
summons, and the claim is decreed in favour of the plaintiff. The real 
defendant, who knows nothing about the matter, does not of course attend 
court. The budmashes then try to extort money by executing the decree 
against him. On the 28th August last, adecree issued against. one Beal | 
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was executed upon one Bangshi Sonar of Barabazar.. Bangshi 
Barabanes to the Court that the decree had been wrongly executed sattank 
reps The Judge directed Bangshi to deposit the amount of the decree, and. 
65 to state what he had to say against the execution of the decree. It 
; , then proved to the satisfaction of the Oourt that the decree in ‘question 
‘id been illegally executed. But the plaintiff had in the meantime 


bwconded, ane te Jadge fined the plaintiff's pleader Rs. 19. Why was 
a the plaintiff criminally prosecuted ? : 


| | vee 

9 The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 19th September, says that a detective 
police officer come to its office and made 
enquiries about the aims and objects of the 


king of the confidential 
ime Oroonlar at Rampur Beauleah. 


gabha and the Chhatra Sabha, and also about their constitution, their. 
¢rancial position, and the work which isdone by them. It appeared that 
the officer did not know the meanings of many things about which he was 
collecting information. If the Government really desires to ‘collect infor- 
mation regarding such societies and associatians it ought to write to their 
Chairmen or Secretaries for such information,-in the same way as the. 
Rducation Department collects information regarding literary and scientific 


associations from the Secretaries of those associations, instead of employing : 


the police for the purpose. 


local associations, and specially of the Dharma 


 Hirpv Rangika, 


Sept. 19th, 1888. 


9, The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 20th September, refers to the 
case of Mr. Allen, Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, Berhampore, and asks the Lieute- 
nant-Governor to punish him adequately. 


10. The same paper refers to the death at Calcutta of the daughter-in- 
eter law of Pundit Jibananda Bidyasagar, and says 
A death under suspicious circum- 


Pedi ong earl that, as the circumstances under which the 


death occurred are of an extremely suspicious 
nature, a searching enquiry should be made into its cause. 


11. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 21st September, says that 

a dead body hanging by the neck from a tree 
has been discovered in a garden at Ghola 
Sahapur, a place within the village of Sahapur, 


Mr. Allen, Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, Berhampore. 


A desth by hanging at Sahapur, 
near Alipui.. 


Surapar & PaTaks, 


Sept. 20th, 1888. 


SuRABHI & PaTAKA, 


SaMAYA, 
Sept. 21st, 1885. 


near Alipur. It was evident from the decomposed condition of the body — 


that it must have been where it was for several days. And though the 
local police-station is within half a mile of the garden, and though police 
constables are supposed to visit the place every night, the body remained 
undiscovered for days together! About two years ago, a similar case 
of death by hanging was discovered in the same village, but the body remained 
unidentified, and the police could do nothing in the matter, And some 
live years ago the same village was the scene of another murder. 


Thus it seems suspicious deaths are on the increase at Sahapur, and the 
local police is surely responsible for it. | 


12. The Sanjtvani, of the 22nd September, says that transfer is a most 


M | — inadequate punishment for Mr. Allen, the 
Police, Brhensema, Supermtendent “Assistant Superintendent of Police, Berhame 


| pore, who trespassed into alady’s house at 
night for an immoral purpose. Assistant Superintendents are mostly recruited 
ftom among the ignorant sons and other relatives of high officials, and it is no 
Wonder that men of that type should behave in such a disgraceful. manner. 
Sir Steuart Bayley is earnestly requested to inflict upon Mr. Allen such an 


‘xemplary punishment’ as will deter other - police ‘Officers like him from 


Ommitting similar offences. 


oe 


Sansivani, 
Sept. 82nd, 1888. 


Som Praksse, 
Sept. 24th, 1888. 


BuRDWAN SaNJIVAN!I, 
Sept. 18th, 1888. 


SaHACHAR, 
Sept. 19th, 1888. 


Surabal & PaTaka, 
Sept. Zuth, 1888. 


PRAJABUNDHD, 
Sept. Zlst, 1888. 


SaXJJVANI, 
Rept. 22nd, 1888. 
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18, Avcorrespondent of the Som Prakash, of the 24th Septem 
«= —__ gomplains of the prevalence of thefts at Mahi. 
of tt Mahiyari, in the strié vari, in the district of Howrah, and of the 
— inattention of the local police to the matter 
14. The Datnik and Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 25th September, 


referring to the case of a native who has been 
——_——- by sHuropean shot dead by one of a party of soldiers who 


went out hunting from the Sirsa station, says 
that the version of the occurrence, which is in course of circulation, namely, 
that some villagers having attacked the soldiers, a scuffle ensued, and that 
one of the villagers who attempted to wrest a gun from a soldier's hand let 
the gun off in the attempt to do so and thus killed himself, is a fiction, pure 


and simple, and cannot be believed. The case is being enquired into, but it 
is certain that the enqQiry will yield no result. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


15. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 18th September, 
praises the extraordinary ability of Mr. Mac. 

— Mogistrate of pherson, Magistrate of Bankoora, in detecting 
the shortcomings of the officers under him, and 

asks him to institute an enquiry for the purpose of ascertaining whether or 
not any of his subordinates had anything to do with the Amlatora purchase 
affair and the distribution of tuccavi loans ; and whether or not any of them 
have taken tuccavi loansin the name of their friends and relations. 
16. The Sahachar, of the 19th September, says that mere fines like. 


Tie wantin of aida. those which are inflicted by Moulvie Amir 


Hossein will not deter gowalas from practisin 


phuka. That cruel practice will suffer no real check if it is not suniiad 
with imprisonment. see 


17. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 20th September, says that recently | 
| in a case before Mr. Marsden, in which the 
ee complainant, a Mahomedan, charged his son 
with having sold without his permission some — 
door frames belonging to him, the complainant’s pleader asked the Court | 
that as the evidence of the defendant’s mother, who wasa purdanasheen, was 
necessary in the aase, a commission might be granted for her examination. 
The Magistrate referred the question to the High Court, which directed him 
to act as he thought best in the matter. The Magistrate thereupon refused. 
the prayer for acommission. Upon this the complainant’s pleader refused to 
examine the lady. But the Magistrate insisted on her examination in Court 
ina palki. It is not clear why such unnecessary zulum is being practised 
by Mr. Marsden in regard to purdanasheens. Is it meant by so doing to 
promote the cause of female emancipation in India ? | 
18. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 2let September, referring » 
sentence of three months’ imprisonment passe 
, ee Panne Grn Peete on the railway guard Peak observes a8 
ollows :— 


The court which tried the guard hag found him guilty only of 8 
wrongful confinement of the female passenger. The more serious gharge% 
namely, attempt to commit rape and theft, preferred against the guard, were 


not pressed against him at all. But would the case against the gyard have — 
terminated in this way if the complainant, instead of being a native, — 


had been a European woman? Instances of partiality of this nature in the 
administration of justice are daily sowing seeds of discontent in the country. 
19. The Sanjivant, of the 22nd September, says that a warrant 


sa Wiel nis hc ees bearing no name, issued at the instance 


_Amarchand Agarwalla of Sibsagar, was 8¢ 
upon Baboo Krishna Kumar Mitra, the editor of this paper, by Baboo Akhay 
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Kamar Banerjee, Inspector of Police, Calcutta. This illegal proceeding was 
brovght to the notice of Mr. Lambert who, on finding no name in the warrant, 
velessed Baboo Krishna Kumar. More curious revelations are promised. 
90, ‘The same paper says that Baboo Braja Nath Banerjee, the serishta- 
dat of the court of the Deputy Magistrate of. 


Baboo Braja Nath Banerjee, 


en service eight or nine years ago that he could 
sot furnish the security money required of him. But he is now’ in a posi- 


tion to maintain two wives and six or seven children, and carries on an 
extensive money-lending business in contravention of the orders of the 
Board of Revenue. He has thus acquired considerable influence at Ram- 
ore Hat. Under.these circumstances he should be at once transferred from 
t station. | : e 
- 91. The Som Prakash, of the 24th September, fails to see how the 
: Judges of the High Court, who considered 
on reference the judgment delivered in the 
oe case of Satis Chandra versus Kallanos, have 
held that there is no evidence to prove that grievous hurt was inflicted upon 
Satis Chandra. Was not Satis laid up for weeks together in consequence 
of the erisypelas brought on by the blows inflicted on him by Mr. Kallanos ? 
It he was, was not that evidence showing the grievous nature of the hurt 
received by Satis from Mr. Kallanos? It seems that even the High Court 
has ceased to be an impartial tribunal, and has begun to distinguish between 
Natives and Europeans. The Government is cautioned against countenancing 
this unequal administration of justice. | 
22. A correspondent, who calls himself a sufferer, writes to the Dacca 
ie: Gazette, of the 24th September, that while 
leaders and Mukhtars in the paragraph 18 of High Court’s Circular No. 3 
of 1884 has done no appreciable good, it has 
produced serious mischief in the mofussil by completely depriving pleaders 
and mukhtars of their independence. By requiring pleaders and mukhtars to 
produce certificates to character: from the officers.in whose courts they prac- 
tise on the occasion of the renewal of their licenses, this circular .has placed 
them completely at the mercy of those officers. Thus the very wholesome 
and effectual check imposed on the vagaries of the mofussil Aakims by the 
existence of an independent body of men having constant opportunities of 
crutinizing their conduct and proceedings has been removed, and judicial 
and magisterial vagaries have consequently perceptibly increased since 1884, 
the year in which the circular under notice came into operation. Another 
mischief caused by the circular is that mukhtars and pleaders, being under 
the necessity of keeping the Aakéims in good humour, cannot conduct cases 
in that spirit of fearless independence which is necessary to secure strict 
justice to their clients and to prevent cases from being decided according 
the humour or hastily-conceived notions of the hakims. | 


(d).— Hducattons. 


23. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 18th September, will be glad if 
leis _, ._< Burdwan is made a centre for holding the 
| * an examination cent®. ‘University Entrance and F. A. Examina- 
lions, as asked for by the people of the districts of Burdwan and Beerbhoom 
0 their application to the Calcutta University. : . 
A correspondent of the same paper hopes that the District Board of 
Pee ve Burdwan will sanction a grant-in-aid of the 
titist of Burdwan) oe @ te minor school at Kuchuit within the jurisdiction 
of the Sutagacha thana in the district. of 


The Kallanos case in the High 
Court 


Burdwan. 


‘vourably spoken of by the Inspector and the Deputy Inspector of Schools, 
‘Serving of Government aid. bees 


The school, which is in a flourishing condition, and has been. 


_Batco Brsie e Hibt serish- Rampore Hat, was so poor when he entered 
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-_. Some studente of the Hughli College'and- Collegiate School have writt. 
to the following effect in the Prajd Bandhw of the 21st September :— . 
"96, Akhil Prasad Ghose and Barada Prasad Ghose were students jp 
| the Entrance class of the Hughli Collegiat, 
The heed-master of the Hughli School. Akbil Prasad is the son ofarich map 

and rather haughty in demeanour, Barada 
Prusad is of a mild disposition and good moral character. One day Akhil 
and Barada quarrelled with each other and Akhil said in ‘his usual Vaunting 

style that: he would leave the school if Barada was not turned out of i, 
Some days after this, Baboo Nanda Lal Das, head-master: of the school, 
received an anonymous letter containing certain charges against the 
Barada, He at once believed thosé-charges to ‘be true, and turned Barada 
out of the school, even though the latter persisted in asserting his innocence 

26. The Bangabdst, of the 22nd September, says that it 1s a very curious 
: Objection which some Brahmos are urging 

Madtead ale, class in the Campbell against the admission of prostitute’s daughters 

fee ee into the female class in the Campbell Medical 

School. No Hindu girl reads in that class, Brahmo girls read there. But 
Brahmos disregard caste distinctions, preach the gospel of equality, and con- 
sider it holy work to raise the fallen from their low abyss. Why do 


they then object to their own girls reading in the same class with daughters 
of prostitutes ? Bo) 


27. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 23rd September, 
i aa brings some grave charges, such as altering the 
euias oe of the Narain. dates of documents, &c., against the head- 
master of the Naraingunge’ school in the 

: district of Dacca. coe 
28: The Som Prakash, of the 24th September, has learnt that the 
The Hindu hostel. Hindu hostel will be opened after the Doorga 


eg Pooja vacation, and therefore asks, when the 
authorities will publish the hostel rules. 


29. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 24th September, mapports = 
Seat nen recommendation of the Assistant. Inspector of 
—ee . - Schools, Western Circle, that the posts of in- 
specting pundit and chief guru should be abolished, and the namber of Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools should be increased. Tne writer also agrees with the 
Deputy Inspector of Schools, Midnapore, in thinking that the real reason 
why zemindari and bazar accounts and Subsankaré (mental: arithmetic) are 
not s0 well taught as before, is that the remuneration allowed to gurua is not 
large enough to induce really able mento work in that capacity. The 
writer also notices it as anomalous that while all money-order ‘fees for 
sending aids and rewards are in the case of gurus in Beerbhoom, Bankoora’ 
and Midnapore paid from the primary fund, they are in the case of gurus in 


other districts deducted from the amounts givento the gurus themselves. 
Such an anomally should not be allowed to exist. ne 


30. The same paper refers to the proposal to raise the annual ri 

‘The Calcutta Medical College fee, Payable by the students of the Calcutta Med 
—— : cal College from Res. 60 to Rs, 66, in order 0 | 
meet the cost of preparing a liquid for the preservation of dead bodies, and 


says that Government will do well to bear this cost itself instead of 
making poor students pay it. 


81. The Dainik and Saméchdr Chandritd, of the 25th September, 
— does not think that the prize of Rs. 10W — 
offered by the Government of India for the 


| best book on the subject of sanitation 80° 
domestic economy will be sufficient inducement to really good writers. The | 


-“ 


A book on sanitation and domestic 
economy. 
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dition that the. boak whieh will be so written will become the property of 
Gerenment i eso objectionable, Tk must always be undignified on ie par 
of Government Lo ¢radé in, books. Agein, it is not good, to have hooks made 
10 order, and translations of books so made deserve absolute condemnation, | 
$2. Toe same paper, of the: 24th September, says that serious mis- Dann x & SaMacnan 


epee chief ig being done by the selection of books spt 25th, 128s. 
| iy sho ater Behe full of errora for wse.in schools, That. bad 
hooks are selected is simply because the Inspectors of Schools and. the 
ight or ten members’ of the Central ‘Text-book Committee, have not 
ime even to go through, to say nothing of reading attentively, the very, 
urge number of books which gome to, them for examination,. Again, 
he members of the Text-book Commities, who have to examine hooks 
prataitoasly, cannot be expected to feel. an inclination to, devote that time and 
attention to their work which it demands, So the only means by which 
really good text-books can be obtained for the schools is to. fix upon some 
sompetant scholars with sufficient time at their disposal, and to make them 
examine booka critically in consideration of money payments at fixed rates. _ 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Mumcipal Administration, — 


—$8.. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik, Prakash, of the 20th  Roxorons px 
September, says that the money: wrung from, gat oom ress 
, Waste of money by the Rungpore the poor people in the shape of the Road and moe 
Public Works Cesses ‘is simply wasted on 
account of carelessness on the part of sypervising officers in ascertaining 
whether it is rightly used or not, The writer mentions the following by 
way of illustration :-— | 
The Rungpore Municipality and the Rungpore Road Cess Committee 
sanctioned Rs, 500 in order to make a preliminary survey, &c., for the re- 
excavation of the khal below Rungpore known as the Marabagat khal. A 
| reexcavation of the khal is calculated to facilitate trade and secure com- 
munication by boat all the year round between Rungpore town and .Gybanda. 
But the money sanctioned for the survey has been spent, and there the 
matter has been dropped. So the money already spent on the scheme is 
simply wasted, Cannot the cess-payers ask the-authorities, what tight 
they had to waste their money in this way P : 
$4, A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 21st September, says that Sided: 
: the closing by Syama Charn Ghosh, of Chetla, sept, 21st, 1880. 
, Jue condition of the village Saha of the passage through which the superfluous 
a water of the large tank called Gobarajhurir beel 
at Sahapur near Alipur ased to escape has resulted in serious mischief. The 
tuperfluous water of the tank has submerged the surrounding tracts, and. the. 
existence of decomposed vegetable matter:in the water.is calculated to make 
the village a hot-bed of malaria, cases of which have already begun to. appear. 
The Chairman of the local municipality and the: Magistrate of the 24-Per-. 
guonabs have been informed of the matter, but nothing has been yet done 
by them to remedy the evil. The attention of the Jieutenant-Governor is 
awn to the matter. oe Ne ge Se tee Yer oe 
33. A correspondent of the Bangaddst, of the 22nd September, strongly 
pA Porou for a municipality at —OPPoses the proposal made to Government by 
mist Bishenpore, in the 24Per- @ few inhabitants of Bishenpore. Rajarhat, and 
es en other places in the 24-Pergunnahs, for the:for-. 
vation of a municipality there. Bishenpore is.a small village with only about 
nay poor inhabitants—inhabitants so poor that they cannot even regularly: pay . 
e chowkidari tax. And the villages udjoining Bishenpore are inhabited only 
y Poor cultivators. So, a municipality in those places will be an unmiti- 
éiled evil to the residents. The few Baboos who have applied for a munici- 
Paty are in the receipt of some incomes from service in other places, and‘so, 
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like all selfish well-to-do Baboos, they want to enjoy the luxury of a nin; 
 pality at the expense of their poor neighbours. 

36. A correspondent of the Pag Prien h, of oes 23rd September 

: says that the District of Dacca ha, 
a — Boards in Daces. = siiotted Re. g,o00 for the year 1888.89 
each of the Local Boards under it: But as the Dacca Sudder Local Boar 
has four thanas under it, its allotment ought to have been made larger than 
the allotments to the other Local Boards. 

A very large sum out of the allotment made to it has been reserved by 
the Dacca Sudder Local Board for the purpose of making roads within the 
Nawabganj thana. Now this is very objectionable, seeing that no road 
within the Nawabgan) thana is so important as a road from Kalakop-Purang 
Bazar vid Goalanagar to the Nawabganj relief road is expected to be. 
The largest allotment should have been made for the construction of this 
last-mentioned road. 

Again, considering the importance of the Nawabganj relief road, which 
is the chief trade route in the district of Dacca, there can be no doubt that 
it ought to be taken charge of by the Dacca Board. The passenger traffic 
on this road is double the passenger traffic on the Jamar-Phulberia road g0i 
towards Sabhar. And it is a curious anomaly that though the latter. road is 
in charge of the District Board, the former is not. 

37. The Som Prakdsh, of the 24th September, says that the Chair. 

The Chairman of the Baraset Muni man of the Baraset Municipality often makes 
cipality. a sharp distinction between the nominated — 
and the elected Commissioners of that Municipality, attaching more im- 
portance to the latter than to the former, The law does. not countenance 
such distinction, and it is therefore hoped that the Chairman will do no 
such thing in future. The Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs is also re- 
quested to warn the Chairman of the Municipality against making this 
unauthorized distinction between the two classes of Commissioners in the 
management of his Municipality. 


(g)—Raitlways and communtcations, including canals and trrigation. 


88. Referring to the wretched condition of village roads all over 


: the country, the Sdnti, of the 19th September, 
ane ee says that people cannot but feel diseatiafae- 
tion if they cannot, in spite of their payment of the road cess, enjoy the 
benefit of good roads. If they get no roads for the money they pay 8 
road cess, they naturally think that their money is wasted or misused. 
It will not do to say that the establishment of District and Local Boards 
charged with the duty of looking after village roads and spending road — 
cess money on their account absolves Government from all responsibility — 
in this matter. ‘The people of Bengal have not yet fully realized the mean- 
ing of Local Self-Government, and have yet to learn how their representatives 
on the Boards should be made to ok well and faithfully in the public 
interest. Itis therefore necessary and desirable that the duty of .con- 
etructing and keeping in repair roads leading from one village to another — 
should remain, as at present, in the hands of the District and Local Boards, 
but the duty of looking after roads within the villages should be entrusted — 
to one or two leading men in every village, who should also be provided 
with such funds as will be required to enable them to do this work. | 
Som PRacase, 3¥. The Som Prakdsh, of the 24th September, says thaton the — 


Sept. 2th, 1888, . ; . i 
A rail don the southern Sight of Monday last, when the train com! 
branch ef tho’ Hatters Bengal Beate from Diamond Harbour to Sealdah bee 


= Magra Hat station, the station-master wanted 4 


[= 


to attach two more carriages to the train. To this the guard. in charge of the 
train objected. But the station-master, disregarding the guard’s objection, 
did what it was his duty to do, The guard resented this act of the station- 
master by unnecessafily delaying the train for an hour at that station, and 
thereby subjected the passengers, who were mostly Beparis bringing garden 
roduce for the bazars in Calcutta, to great inconvenience. The Railway 
authorities sbould institute an enquiry into the conduct of this guard. 


(4) — General. 


40. The Chatial Gazette, of the 11th September, complains generally 
postal service in Chittagong and that mails are not regularly delivered in the 
Noskholly. |  mofussil, and says that complaints have 
reached it. to.the effect that mails are not regularly delivered at Cox’s Bazar. 
Russick Baboo, the Post-master of Cox’s Bazar, and Nagendra Baboo, the 
Inspector Of Post-offices, are requested to look to the matter. A corre- 
spondent also gives the information that the peons of the Kazirhat 
village post-office in Noakholly do not regularly deliver mails and often mis- 
deliver letters. : 

4). A correspondent of the same paper says that the two benches 

Two new benches of Honorary Of Honorary Magistrates proposed to be 
Magistrates in Noakholly. formed in the Noakholly thana for the trial of 
petty criminal cases are expected to prove very beneficial to the people of that 
thana if deserving men are appointed to sit onthem. The writer is there- 
fore concerned to find that the gentlemen who have been nominated for 
these benches are not very deserving men, and anticipates failure of justice 
if they are made Honorary Magistrates. The present system of allowing 
punchayats to hold preliminary enquiries in criminal cases leads:in most 
cases to failure of justice, and if unworthy men are appointed as Honorary 
Magistratee matters in this respect will become hoplessly bad. The Magis- 
trate of Noakholly is therefore requested to nominate really good -and 
competent men as Honorary Magistrates for the newly-established benches. 

42. The Chattal Gazette, of the 11th September, complains that 

: applicants for refund of deposits in the Chitta- 

Citiegene Calectee 6% fe ~gong Collectorate are now subjected to great 

delay and inconvenience in getting back 
their deposits, owing to the discontinuance of the good old practice 
onthe part of the Collectorate amla of submitting within a prescribed 
time the necessary departmental reports preliminary to the payment of 
money. The writer prays that the Collector of Chittagong will attend 

to deposit cases regularly once or twice a- month, and that the Divi- 
sional Commissioner and the' Government will frame some convenient 
rules on the subject. : 

43. The Sansodhint, of the 14th September, is glad to learn that 

ene : Baboo Girish Chandra’ Das, the Oanoongo 
pane Chandra Das, Canoon- of Qhittagong, has been appointed to officiate 
= as Sub-Deputy Collector in that. district, in 

pace of Deputy Collector Pal Mahasaya. Girish Baboo served for a 

{ng time as Suh-Deputy Collector, and was made a Canoongo because 
thete was no vacant Sub-Deputy Oollectorship to give him. Girish 
Baboo is also a deserving officer, and bears a good moral character. But 

te are some Sub-Deputy Collectors who have been long serving on 
4s 150, and they have justly felt aggrieved at the selection of Girish Baboo, 

0 Preference to any one of them, to take Pal Mahasaya’s place. The most, 

De actory arrangement would have been to promote one of those Sub- 

Deny Collectors to Pal Mahasaya’s post and give Girish Baboo a Sube 
buty Collectorship on Rs. 75 to 150. 
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CHattaL GaZetTE, 


a. 8 
a PB ee Ayia sre sig extension of the Pooree Lodging-bows: hae 
: i Sitakand in Chittagong on the follow, 

| a grounds :-— re é 

(1) Sitakund is a village, and pilgrims visit it only for three 
in the year, that is to say, on the days on which a mélg ig 
hele. The extension to Sitakund of the Act in question 
will therefore be a source of great inconvenience both to 

pilgrims and to the keepers of lodging-houses. 
(2) There are no pucca bouses at Sitakund, and pilgrims are accom. 
_ modated in wretched houses. So, if the Pooree Lodging. 
house Act is extended to Sitakund, most pilgrims will pe 
no lodging accommodation, because few keepers of lodging. 
houses will be able to comply with the conditions prescribed 
| in that Act. 

(8) Ithas been proposed that no pilgrinis should be lodged with- 
out a license within an area about six miles long and 
half a mile broad, extending from Katgar to Nabalakha, 
But within that area many of the residents are in the habit 
of giving lodging accommodation in their houses to such 
relatives of theirs as visit Chandraneth. And the pro- 
posal in question will work great mischief and injustice by 


compelling these residents to take out licenses like ordinary 
keepers of lodging-houses. 


As no epidemics are found to break out on the occasion of the méla, 


there seems to be no necessity on sanitary grounds for extending the Act to 
Sitakund. 


Cuancvanta, 45. The Chdruvarta, of the 17th September, asks Mr. R. C. Dutt, the 


ee 7 Magistrate of Mymensingh, the Moulvie Sahib, 
Pha Peas on the Jemalpore the Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpore, and the 
: police to note the following points in connec- 
tion with their erquiry into the recent destruction of the Jamalpore court- 
house by fire :— 


(1) The Court-house had brick-walls almost all round; but in 
some parts the walls were made of sticks of the Malua tree. 
Why were not the walls made entirely of brick, and who 
was in charge of the construction of this house ? 

(2) Itis said that the constables in charge of the local lock-up 
smoke ganja, and for that purpose keep fire in the court- 


house. Did the recent fire originate through their care- 
lessness ? 


Bopnwse Sansvans, : 46. The Burdwan Sanjtoani, of the 18th 
Bept. lath, 1888. The Damodara Embankments. Sep tember, net the following regarding the 


Damodara embankments :— 


During the Mussalman rule there were embankments on both banks — 
of the Damodara, and the Rajahs of Burdwan used to keep those embank- | 
ments in a state of repair at an annual expenditure of Re. 50,000. .At the 
time of the Permanent Settlement, however, the British Government took. 
upon itself the responsibility of repairing the embankments, charging t0 the 
Raj estate in consequence an additional sum of Rs. 50,000 per annum. 
And since that time the Raj estate has been paying Rs. 50,000 ‘to Govern- 
ment year after year. But Government on its part has grossly neglected 0 
perform its duty. It has indeed, with the object of protecting the eal line 
on the eastern bank of the river, strengthened the embankment on that ank. 
But the embankment along the western bank of the river has been 1! 
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, and cut through in several places for the -purpose of facilitating 
np of superfluous water during flood. And not satisfied with this, 
Government now proposes to destroy wholly the embankments on the 
gestern bank, and has, with that end in view, actually prohibited people 
fom repairing them. Thus it scemis that it is the object of Government 
ty leave the western bank of the river wholly unprotected. What the con- 
sequences of this measure will be can be easily imagined. : For some years 
to come those consequences will not affect Government, which will continue 
ty collect its revenue from the zemindars, no matter whether or not the 
semindars can collect their dues from the ryots. 

~ But after some time, when the villages on the western bank of the 
Damodara will have been laid waste by repeated floods in that river, the 
emindars, whose property they nowrare, will not care to retain them, aud 
they will therefore pass into the hands of Government. And it will be 
then, and not til then, that Government will realize the mischievous nature 
of its present policy in the matter of these western embankments, Surely 
the Railway Company, for whose sake the interests of thousands of villages 
are being now sacrificed, will not then come forward and reimburse Govern- 
ment the loss of revenue which it will suffer from this rain. ) 

In Egypt canals have been constructed in order to break the force of 
the Nile. Cannot the same thing be done here for the purpose of break- 
ing the force of the Damodara, and thereby making its embankments 
secure against floods ? 


Government may object on the ground of funds. Butit shoul d consider 
(1) that it is its duty to protect its subjects, and (2) that it receives an 
annual sum of .Rs.. 50,000 from the Burdwan Raj. Estate for the purpose of 
keeping the embankments in a state of repair. 


47. The Sahkachar, of the 19th September, says that arrangements 


are being made for carrying on the work of 


The Custom House clerks and the the Customs House throughout the Doorga 


Doorga Poojah vacation. 


merchants will make money out of the Pvojah at the expense of the poor 
Hindu clerks in the Custom House. ° 


48. The Sdnéi, of the 19th September, says that, for the convenience 

| 3 of appellate courts, many Deputy Magistrates 
Mgr of evidence by Deputy gre now authorized by Government, under the 
| _ provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, to 

record evidence in English. But as the majority of Deputy Magistrates are 
il-educated men, considerable mischief is produced by allowing them to 
record evidence in English. The writer was present at the trial of a 
Case bya Deputy Magistrate. One of the witnesses said—“ Asdmidigar 
hate hdlonari chhila; tdhé pheliyd phariydds digake kil marite lagila.” This 
the Deputy Magistrate rendered as follows:—‘“The defendants had 


thepherd’s sticks in their hands which they fell down and gave some blows. 


0 the complainant.” Now the Bengali word ‘hélo nari’ rendered 


“shepherd’s stick” is not a shepherd's stick, but a short stick used by plough- 
men to goad oxen when ploughing, and the Bengali word ‘kil’ rendered 


. blows” does not really mean blows with the closed fist. This is how Deputy 
“Magistrates record evidence in English. The Civil Procedure Code amend- 


Ment Act has now empowered local Governments to authorize Munsifs too 
‘tecord evidence in English. There is no reason to expect that Munsifs 


do better in this respect than Deputy Magistrates. Many words turn 
hy the course of civil cases which cannot at all be rendered into Knglish. 
ane these circumstances, Government should either repeal the section of 
Acreage Procedure Code which provides for authorizing Deputy 


trates to record evidence in English, or if it does not think it 


Poojah vacation. So it seems the English 
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proper to do so, confer the power. of recording: evidence in Eoglish more 


iscriminately. CNET NS Ha oie 
‘49. A correspondent of the same paper says that, on the occasion of 
aia the ,last Fed. festival, some Mahomedan shop. 
rer keepers of Dhubri made_ preparations {, 
slaughter a cow near the bazar in the..presence of the Hindus. ' Thig Was 
objected to by the Hindus, and an affray took place, in which two Mahome. 
dans were severely hurt. Some Hindus have been arrested on a charge of 

grievous hurt. : 
Government is requested to put a stop to tre obnoxious practice of 
cow-slaughter. The cow is a very useful animal, and is regarded with 
veneration by the Hindus. The slaughtering of cows therefore wounds the 
religious feelings of the Hindus. Under the Hindu kings those who killed 
or injured slaughterers of cows received rewards. The Hindus respect the 
English as gods, and as a reward for their loyalty they should be ruled upon 
strictly Hindu principles. The Government will fail in its duty ifit 
punishes the persons who have been accused of causing grievous hurt to the 

two Mahomedans of Dhubri. 
50. The Surabht and Patdkd, of the 20th September, says that, ifit 


has been decided to appoint a Mahomedan to 
gta Judge forthe Caloutta the new Judgship in the Calcutta High Court, 


then the post should be given to Moulvie Yusuf 
Khan. Unlike the anglicised barrister Mr. Amir Ali, the Moulvie is a pucca 


Mussulman, and has acquired considerable experience as a pleader of the 
High Court. : 

If, however, it is the desire of Government to give the post fo the 
most eligible, candidatei irrespective of caste and creed, then some one 
from among the able and experieaced pleaders of the High Court, say 
Dr. Gooroodas or Dr. Rasbehari, should be appointed to the post. 

It is, however, desirable not to overlook the claims of Subordinate Judges 
on the present occasion. Hither Baboo Brajendra Kumar Sil or Baboo 
Mahendra Nath Basu should be appointed to the new Judgeship. It has 
been remarked regarding Baboo Mahendra Nath that during the time he acted 
as Judge of the High Court, he did not give evidence of any marked ability 
in the discharge of his duties: But it should be borne in mind in this connec- 
tion that it is seldom that a Junior Puisne Judge ‘of the High Court gets 
opportunities of making a striking display, especially within so short a time as 
six mouths, and that a Native Subordinate Judge temporarily elevated to the 
High Court may not consider it discreet on his part to make an exhibition of 
vigour against European District Judges, under any one of whom he may be 
required to serve upon quitting his temporary office in the High Court. 

51. The Samaya, of the 21st September, says that the public in this 

2 ) country wi'l be glad to hear that a Bengali 
co tenseli student in Cooper’s Hill named Pramatha Nath Sen has passed the — 
highest examination of Cooper’s Hill College, 
and makes the sarcastic inguiry whether Government will now fix the age 
limit for the admission of natives into that College.  __ pet 

52. The same paper says that an inmate of the Berhampore 

Lunatic Asylum had an attack of tetanus, — 
ach Suara Pelonging to the Lunatio and when in that state one of the 
guards of the Asylum beat him severely, 90¢ 
so killed him on the spot. The guilty guard ought to be punished. I¢ will 
be an act of gross injustice to let him off without any punishment. = == 

53. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 22nd September, #8y® 

that letters are misdelivered through the 
Hughli Gasnee' Fostofice in the carelessness of the post-master of Raghubet, — 

a village in the Jehanabad sub-division 
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tthe Hoghli district, .and irregularities are observed ‘even in the: delivery 


. 64  1¢ appears to the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 28rd September, from the 244 Paseasz, 
ete wo li last Bengal Administration Report, that last “” **'™ 
- Jute cultivation in Bengal. 


_ _ yearsix-and-a-half lakhs of maunds of jute were 
exported from Mymensingh to Calcutta. Now as Mymensingl produced 
5) lakhs of maunds of jute last year, the question arises, what became of the 
maining juteP There are about 3,000 or 4,000 houses in. Mymensingh, 
and supposing every one of them to have used half a maund of jute for home 
consumption, the quantity to be deducted under that head will be two lakhs 
of maunds. And so from 40 to 45 lakhs of maunds of jute: still remain 


gnaccounted for. Government is asked to ascertain what became of’ this 
large quantity of Mymensingh jute. . . : 

The cultivation of jute in this country has been attended with somé 
grave evils. In the first place, it has considerably encroached upon the area 
heretofore devoted to the cultivation of rice, and in this way increased the 
chances of famine and scarcity in the country. In the second place, by 
exhausting the productive powers of the soil, it has done great harm to 
sgriculture generally. | a 

In the third place, with the extension of jute cultivation, tanks formerly 
used for drinking purposes alone have been used for the purpose of steeping 


jute. The people. of the jute-growing districts have therefore to drink 
very foul water, and they ay agen suffer from malaria. : 


It is also found that fish do not thrive in tanks or pools in which 
jute is steeped. oe : 2 
55. The same paper says that the application for leave from the 
‘haticiieeis dina Gi Oia Commissioner’ of Dacca coming close upon the 
' leave granted to the Magistrate of Dacca has 
led the Dacca public to suspect that Government probably intends to 
transfer elsewhere the whole lot of executive officers in Dacca, and that the 
District Judge and the Superintendent of Police will also be soon transferred. 
Steps should be taken without delay to remove’ this: misapprehension from 
the public mind. - : ® fogcecead 
56. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 24th September, says that 
bie __ there are reasons to fear that Mr. Amir Ali 
catew Native Judge in the High will succeed in getting himself appointed as 
re PO a Judge of the Calcutta High Court: by the 
influence of his English wife, who is a relative of Sir Arthur Hobhouse. 
But Government will commit a great error if it appoints him as a Judge of 
the High Court in utter disregard of ‘the principle but lately enunciated by 
lwelf, that in making’ appointments to high posts it will be guided solely’ by 
considerations of merit. Almost all the natives who have been up to this 
lime appointed as Judges of the High Court have owed their elevation to 
merit, and not to interest- or class considerations. Baboo Qhandramadhab 
Jhosh is not an incompetent man, and yet when he was raised to the Bench 
of the High Court people dropped whispers into each other’s ears regarding 
the intimacy which existed between him and Sir Richard Garth, the then 
Chief Justice, and there can be-no doubt that similar whispers’ will be heard 
Mr. Amir Ali is appointed a Judge ofthe High Court. — tee 
, There are other reasons why Mr. Amir Ali should not be made a Judge 
of the: High Court. He has in a manner separated himself from his own 
‘ommunity by adopting the English costume and English habits of life, and 
@ marrying. an English wife, and bis elevation to the’ Bench of the High 
curt will not therefore give satisfaction to the entire Mahomedan: com- 
ae And what is most important to bear in-mind in this connection, 
‘Amir Ali is the head of dne of the two great Mussulman parties in 
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Calcutta, and party connections are by no means desirable in a Judge of 4 

High Court, A especially in a native Judge of that Court. ng “ the 
-” Téthere is to be another native in the High Court, a deserving member 
of the Subordinate Judicial Service should be: this time selected for the post, 
The. highest officers in that service possess that experience which is 90 jp. 
valuable a qualification in a Judge, and it is owing to their sage of thig 
experience that their judgments-are less.often reversed by the High Cou; 
and the Privy Council than those of District Judges. The elevation of 
a Subordinate Judge to the High Court is also desirable in the interests: of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service, to whose members such an elevation wil} 
be an incentive to a still better performance of their duties. The fact that 
the Subordinate Judge, Baboo Mohendranath Bose, did not give any signa} 
proofs of ability during the short period of six months he acted as a Judge 
of the High Court can by no means: justify the exclusion of Subordinate 
Judges from that Court. Even Baboo Romesh Chunder Mitter required g 
much longer time than six months to prove his ability as a Judge. And 
supposing Baboo Mahendra Nath Bose to be really incompetent for a High 
Court Judgship, surely his incompetency should be no consideration what- 
ever for excluding other members of the service to which he belongs from — 


the High Court. 
IV.—Narive Sratzs. 7 
Unpu Gung, 57. The Urdu Guide, of the 20th September, says that Mr. Henvey, 
Sept. 20th, 1887. ss cow Mecklonk se Dhial. the new Resident of Bhopal, is treading in the 


footsteps of his predecessor Sir Lepel Griffin 
in his treatment of the Begum. Mr. Henvey does not allow any letter 
of the Begum to be sent to the Viceroy which has not been seen by himeelf. 
How long will the Begum, who is a staunch and tried friend of the British 
Government, be ill-treated in this manner? Jord Dufferin will earn the 
gratitude of the whole Mahomedan community if he can put a stop to 
such arbitrary interference in the affairs of the Bhopal State. __ 
Sas tei 98 The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 20th September, strongly disapproves 
pt. 20th, 1888. | 
Me. Plowden. of the rumoured appointment of Mr. Plowden 
as Resident of Hyderabad. Mr. Plowden 


has proved a failure in Cashmere, and should not be therefore sent to 
Samara, Hy derabad. ie | 


Sopt 2st, 1888. 59. The Sameaya, of the 21st September, says that, if the Statesman 
oe newspaper be correct in its information that 

a yond Dufferin’s enquiry into Bhopal the Hyderabad scandals have opened the eyes 

of Lord Dufferin to the conduct of the British 

political officers in the Native States, and that he is therefore engaged in an 

enquiry into Bhopal and Rewa affairs, then His Excellency must be‘admitted 

to be acting very wisely. If His Excellency be really making such in- 

quiries, it will take him no time to make out that Sir Lepel Griffin is utterly 


unfit for the post of Resident of Hyderabad, and that he deserves to be ‘dis- 
missed from the Government service. | Pd Be 


V.—ProsPects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


S amAcHaR, 60. The Szhachar, of the 19th September, says that, as most officers of 
Sept. 200, 1008. > Government are in the habit of under-esti- 
cqpisttess cansed by flood and rain- mating all popular distress, the extent of the 
mischief which has been done this year by 
flood and rainfall will not be accurately made out by official inspection. 
The writer therefore asks his readers and correspondents to furnish him 
ee accounts of the damage and distress which havé resulted: from 

the floods. ' UGS i a OU Acai istic Sas 


+ 61. The Sdnti, of the 19th September, says ‘that floods: in different 5, Sn" 


| | 7 parts: of Bengal: have produced a general 
Floods. in different parts of the scarcity. ‘Phe price of rice has risen 4 annas 
omntyy = =, per maund af Calcutta. The. missionaries in 
the Diamond Harbour sub-division ‘have telegraphed to the Lieutenant 
Governor informing him of the miserable condition to which people in_that 
sub-division have been reduced. Similar information has reached the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor from other parts of the country. The writer waits to see 
shat action is taken by Sir Steuart Bayley. on these applications for 
en - A correspondent of the same paper says that excessive rainfall in 
iii eal the Noakholly district has submerged Sune 
Eresivronen ~~. deep. . Water has entered peoples’ houses 
there, and the standing crops have been destroyed. It is feared that‘paddy 
will sell at one rupee per seer. 
63. The Rungpore Dik ‘Prakash, of the 20th September, says that 
‘i. oa Runcrore, Paddy plants are withering in that district for 
oe spe" want of sufficient rainfall. A shower may 
even now save the transplanted paddy seedlings. But there is still-no pros- 
pect of rain. The cultivators of Rungpore have suffered a great deal during 
the last two years on account of the fall in the price of tobacco, and the 
failure of the paddy crop this year will completely ruin them. 
64. The Bangabdst, of the 22nd September, in reviewing the official 
i : report on the present famine in Orissa, praises 
one eres . . + Mr. Taylor for his kind and energetic endea- 
your to relieve the sufferings of the famine-striken people, but holds him 
fesponsible for the deaths which have occurred from starvation. The writer 
is of opinion that mistakes similar to those committed in 1866 have been 
committed this time too. In 1866 timely notice was not taken of the. 
eondition of the people, and it was thought, until it was too late, that every- 
tLing was going on well, On this occasion, too, timely notice has not been 
taken of the nature and extent of the scarcity, and all officers, including the 
Lieutenant-Governor himself, are still taking a hopeful view of the situation. 
The hopeful calculations are based upon the recent rainfall in Orissa.. But 
there can be little doubt that, like the late rainfall of 1866, the late rainfall 
of this year will do more harm than good. It has been clearly shown by the 
Famine Commission, in paragraph 77 of their report, that two years’ bad 
harvest in Orissa should awaken reasonable apprehensions of scarcity in that 
province. Mr. Taylor knows that the outturn of the crops in the afflicted 
racts in 1886 and 1887 was very deficient, and he should therefore, in 
deference to the opinion of the Famine Commission, have looked about 
himself and set about collecting information, in right earnest, regarding the 
condition of those tracts earlier than he has done. If he had done this, 
scarcity would not in all probability have deepened into famine, and there 
would not have been so many deaths alrendy from starvation, §o, the 
esponsibility for the present dreadful situation, and. the : deaths. resulting 


l 06, 80 in 1888, timely or precautionary measures have not been taken, and 
that is why.in 1888, as in 1866, scarcity has developed into famine. - 

hese are ominous analogies between 1866 and 1888, and they have 
therefore excited fears.in the public mind, which the complacent assurances 
nh Steuart, Bayley and the Orissa officials will fail to’ remove or even 
_, And even now, when the-real nature of the situation has been realized 
r Admitted, it: does not seem that Government is doing as much as it 
— do. The Orissa: officials. themselves say that in Khoordah alone 

“88 persons are in need. of ‘assistance. ~The 


iherefrom, must be fixed upon Mr. Taylor and the Government. As in 


re is no estimate of the 
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number of persotis who will require relief in Banki, Angul, and Baramb,. 
But it may be assumed that their number must be very large. Mr. Taylor's 
estimate was that, if there was no rainfall before the 25th August, 85,009 
people would be in need of relief. Well; the late rains, by creating employ. 
ment in the fields and advances of paddy made by mahajans may have since 
reduced in some measure the number of men standing in need of relief 
Still the number of such men must be very large, and it is difficult to under. 
stand how Rs. 90,000 in the: shape of tuccavi advances and Rs, 15,000 
in the shape of gratuitous relief will meet the full extent of the crisis, From 
80th July to 15th August last, only Rs, 2,202-15-9 were distributed ag 
atuitous relief between.17,227 persons, which means a daily average of 
7.000 relieved persons, This shows the utter inadequacy of the relief 
measures which have been undertaken. The local officials have reported 
that “every pice of the relief money has been usefully spent, and not one 
relief work has been opened unnecessarily. or paid for at too high a rate,” 
- This sounds well in the mouths. of the officials in times of financial 
difficulty. But the very same officers who appear so anxious to please the 
Government have also reported— 


(a) that deaths are occurring in their presence and intelligence of 
deaths has been received by them ; 

(6) that many of the people including women and children have 

been so much reduced as to have nothing left but bone 

and skin ; : 

(c) that a few deaths occurred after food had been provided ; 

(d) that people are living on grass and chakanda sak; and 

(e) that people have been so weakened by starvation that they can- | 
not work even when they receive offers of employment. 


Are not such reports as these calculated to fill the public mind with fears 
regarding the famiue-stricken people of Orissa P Government has already 
committed a serious error by not giving timely and adequate help. And 
Government should even now take care to avoid the sin of allowing the 
famine to do its worst in Orissa. The Lieutenant-Governor will visit Orissa 
: November. But better relief measures ought to be organized before 
that. 
65. The same paper - oe an association has been oy ep | at 
a els ce uttack with the object of relieving the suifer- 
oe ee ings of the ve ads «0 th people of the Angul 
sub-division. Baboo Ganesh Chandra Mahapatra is its President and Baboo 
Tarak Nath Basu is its Secretary. Should not Government officers in 
Orissa, in charge of relief operations, act in harmony with this association ? 
66, A correspondent of the same paper says that in some places in 
iin tetas Orissa people are crying in hunger, and 10 
others people are dying on account of scarcity. 
The Commissioner of Orissa is helping some of the people with money, and 
is advising the mahajans to sell rice. And so rice is being sold by the 
mahajans in some places. Such sale of rice by mahajans is calculated, 
however, to raise the price of rice inconveniently at those places where 
the mahajans will buy rice-for sale in the famine-stricken tracts. Govern: | 
ment should, therefore, itself undertake the purchase and sale of. rice.. The 
stock of rice in Cuttack has already become short on account of the maba- 
Jans purchases, and it is therefore necessary that there. shouid be 20 
purchase of rice at that place for the famine tracts. 
67. A. correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 24th September, 
cme ae dwells at length on the mischief: done , 
Howrah,» ™ «(district of | Mahiari and other villages in the district 0 
. Howrah by the inundation. caused there by 


e 
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the excessive rainfall of 24th August last, and asks the Magistrate-of 


Howrah to personally inspect the flooded tract and devise some means. for 
draining it of its superfluous water. 
w 


VI.—MisceLLANeovs. 


68. The Sahachar, of the 19th September, says that the very fact 

' : that the Mahomedan inhabitants of Bankipore 

Government officers and the National have been allowed to hold anti-congress 

— meeting at the Patna College premises proves 

unmistakably that the officers of Government are enemies of the Congress. 

The friends of the Congress should now ask the authorities for the use of 

the College premises for a meeting of their own and thus put them to the 

- 69. The same paper thus delivers itself in regard to the Bettiah 
Estate :— 

The new loan, which Mr, Gibbon in his 
capacity of Manager of the estate has been allowed to raise in the English 
market, will ultimately ruin that estate. If Mr. Gibbon is allowed a long 
life, he will probably reign supreme in that estate for these 37 years, and 
then the estate will in all probability pass into the hands of English 
capitalists, from whom Mr. Gibbon will take a lease of it. To think only 
that such a fine estate as Bettiah should pass away from its hereditary 
owners! It is rumoured that Sir Steuart Bayley has approved of the loan 
arrangement. If so, His Honour has done a very wrong thing. The 
Bettiah: estate should be placed in the hands of the Court of Wards. And 
if this cannot be done under the law, surely the Lieutenant-Governor can 
induce the Maharajah of Bettiah to voluntarily make over the management 
| of his estate to the Court of Wards and thereby save it from the ruin with 
which it is threatened. : 

70. The Samaya, of the 21st September, makes the following observa- 

| | tions in regard to the letter on the National 
os eg written in the Zimes by the Rajah of 
inga :— 

According to the Rajah, only a dismissed servant of Government, some 
professional agitators and some students of Colleges, are the founders and 
promoters of the Congress movement. Are men like Messrs. Dadabhai 
Naoruji, W. ©. Bonnerjee, and Hume, Rajah Pyari Mohun Mukerjee, 
Maharajah Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore, Doctors Rajendra Lal Mittra and 
Mohendra Lal Sarkar, Mr. Budruddin Tyabji, Rajah Rampal Singh and 
others professional agitators or school-boys ? : 

Surely, if the founders and promoters of the Congress be such worthless 
men as the Rajah takes them to be, that movement must be of a contemptible 
nature. -And it is not easy to make out why the Rajah thinks it worth his 
while to write or agitate against such a movement. 

71. The Sanjivant, of the 22nd September, says that a public meeting 
was lately convened for the purpose of raising 
: subscriptionsin aid of a charitable dispensary 
in one of the enlightened sub-divisions of Assam. In that meeting none 

ut two hakims were allowed seats, although there was present there a large 
oer ofeducated and respectable gentlemen. This was really shame- 


The Bettiah Estate. 


A public meeting in Assam. 


72, The naan paper says that 1,008 Indian coolies who have returned 

Nin ute tees thas from Réunion, a French possession on the 
es union. ° : 

abled ae east coast of Africa, are found to be so dis- 

neh to be unfit to work in any capacity again. They have not also 

0 able to bring any money with them, although they worked there for a 


SAHACHAR, 
Sept. 19th, 1888. 


SAHAOHAR. 


SaMaya, 
Sept. 21st, 1888. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 22nd, 1888. 


( 986 ) 


long time. Their emaciated appearance cannot fail to excite pity. Govern. 
ment should not allow the transportation of Indian coolies to foreign pogges. 
sions, and the subject of such transportation should receive its careful cop. 
sideration. a | : 

ae a 73. Baboo Hari Das Haldar of Bettiah writes to the Bangabdst, of 
rc 1 Bis the 22nd September, that the debts of the 
pst eran Maharajah of Bettiah amount to 75 lakhs of 
rupees. The Maharajah’s Manager, Mr. Gibbon, is an indigo planter, and hag 
two or three factories of his own within the estates of the Bettiah Raj. 
Mr. Gibbon is always busy looking after his factories, and never attends to the 
affairs of the Raj. The management of the Raj has therefore devolyed 
entirely upon Mahabir Lala, and Mr. Gibbon supports him in all his proceed. 
ings. The common report is that Mr. Gibbon has gone to England for the 
benefit of his health; but the factis that he bas gone there in order to 
raise loans there for the Maharajah, who wants to spend money in 
order to obtain asalute from Government. The Maharajah of Durbhunga 
has been honoured with a salute, and this bankrupt Maharajah of Bettiah 
will not therefore sleep quietly until he too gets a salute. The son of the 
Maharajah of Benares, a near relative of the Maharajah of Bettiah, recently 
paid a visit to Bettiah, and on being informed of the Bettiah debts offered 

to clear them off. But the Maharajah of Bettiah declined the kind offer. 
Danetx & SAMACHAR 74. The Daintk and Samachér Chandrika, of the 28rd September, 


88. 3 | referring to the Pioueer’s story regarding Dr, 
eon ee en Surajbal of Cashmere, delivers itself 2s 
follows :— 7 ; 

The editors of the Anglo-Indian papers are the deadliest enemies ofthe 
British nation. Here is one of them, the Pioneer, giving circulation toa 
nasty story, the invention, no doubt, of its own vile imaganation, simply 
with the view of calumniating Dr. Surajbal ! 

If the editor of the Pioneer bad been loyal to the goddess-like Queen 
of England, he would have shrunk from giving currency to astory which 
reflects so shamefully upon her character. Surely, that chief of mischief- 
makers — (that paper Pz) should be made to rot in a pi-khana 

@ privy). aa, ve 

Som PRAKASH, ahs 75. The Som Prakdsh, of the 24th September, has the following 

Sept. 24th, 188°. are, Hennessey, the indigo planter of YTegarding Mr. Hennessey an indigo planter 
Malden. in Maldah :— ast : 

Mr. Hennessey has had a large shoe, about one-and-a-half cubits in length, © 

made to order, which he calls the usw? chand, and he is in the habit of realiz- 
ing his dues by making a liberal use of thisshoe. Some ryots who were sorely 
oppressed by Mr. Hennessey once applied to Government for redress. The 
police was ordered to investigate the charges against Mr, Hennessey. But the | 
police, before commencing the investigation, informed Mr. Hennessey of 
what they were going to do. Some respectable people gave evidence against 
the indigo planter, and proved the existence of the wsul chand; nay, they 
even showed to the Police Superintendent the blood-stained cloth of 4 
Mahomedan who had been severely beaten by order of Mr. Hennessey 
a day or two before the investigation. But the Superintendent, satisfied 
with the reception given him by Mr. Hennessey, and with Mr. Hennessey § 
hospitality, reported that the charges against the planter were without 
foundation, and privately communicated to Mr. Hennessey the names of the 
persons who had given evidence against him. 

_ i. Shortly after this, some of the retainers of Mr. .Hennessey com- | 
mitted a dacoity in the house of a respectable man who had given evidence 
against him. The man prosecuted the dacoits, and they were comm! 
to the Sessions. But the then Sessions J udge who tried the case was 00° 
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cho bad tasted of ‘Mr. Hennessey’s hospitality, and he acquitted the 
igoners and ordered the complainant to be criminally prosecuted for having 
soncocted 8 false charge. The man sought the aid of the High Court and 
a8 acquitted. He was, however, compelled to leave his ancestral village 
snd property; and he is now living in a humble hut on the estate of a different 
indar. . , . 
ama | _A respectable man who gave evidence against the planter in the 
lacoity case, Was forcibly arrested and beaten with the usud chund by Mr. 
fennessey's Order. He too has left his village and property and is now 
living within another zemindari. | | 

3, A man heving purchased a taluk, Mr. Hennessey requested him to 
ellitto him. The man refused, saying that he had promised the late 
owoer of the taluk not to sell itto anybody. On hearing this, Mr. Hennessey 
gave the man @ slap on his cheek and said he would subject him to still 
nore insulting treatment if he should persist in his refusal to sell him the 
taluk. The man was compelled to part with the taluk. oe 

4, Some days after this, Mr, Hennessey asked the same man to buy an 
elephant that he might go out hunting riding upon it. The man said he 
could not afford to keep an elephant, whereupon Mr. Hennessey said, * you 
must then give me a thousand rupees for the purchase of an elephant ; if 
youdo not, I will insult you.” The poor man, who lives within Mr. 
Tennessey's zemindari, and has employed considerable sums of money in 
avestments at the place, was obliged to give the Rs. 1;000 demanded of him 
by Mr. Hennessey. | 

4, No one is allowed to tread the precincts of Mr. Hennessey’s factory 
vith umbrellas on. | 

5. Once a marriage procession was passing by Mr. Hennessey’s factory. 
The noise of the drums in the procession disturbed Mrs. Hennessey’s sleep. 
This so enraged the Sahid that he had the whole procession detained in his 
kothi, and did not let it go until it had paid him afineofRs. 18. | 

6. Baboos Hari Mohan and Gopi Mohan, zemindars, whose properties 
lay contiguous to those of Mr. Hennessey, having assisted the ryots of the 
latter in gaining redress against him, Mr. Hennessey, in collusion with the 
District Superintendent of Police, had Baboo Gopi Mohan arrested on a 
charge of theft. The case, however, broke down, and the Superintendent was 
degraded and transferred from the place. 

7. Mr. Hennessey’s high-handedness has created quite a consternation 
amongst the people living within his zemindari. 

While this narrative of Mr. Hennessy’s proceedings was being made 
ready for the press, a teacher of the school.at Harischandrapore came to the 
editor to ask him to withhold the narrative from the public, saying that its 
publication might result in his being compelled to leave that place and his 
post in the local school. Mr. Hennessey, he said, would most likely suspect 
him as being the author of the narrative and subject him to a harassing per- 
ecution. This shows that Mr. Hennessey has established quite a reign 
of terror at Maldah. 


The Government of Sir Steuart Bayley is asked to institute an enquiry 


into these charges against Mr. Hennessey, and to entrust the enquiry to some > 


Judge of the High Court. For an enquiry by any of the local officers will 
ptobably fail to elicit the truth. 


16. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 24th September, says 
tian canine that the Maharajah of Bettiah is heavily in 

| ne eee debt, and he will have to borrow money from 
English capitalists to pay off his present debts, which bear high rates of 
Dlerest. Many people object to the proposed loan (1) because it will be 
" English loan and (2) because it will involve brokerage. But if the 
‘darajah can make a loan in England at less interest than what must be 
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paid here no objection can be made to his borrowing mone 
As to brokerage, that cannot be avoided either in an E 
Indian loan. 


y in Engla 
nglish or ce 


But there is one word for Government in this connection. 
Raj has rendered many eminent services to Government. 


The Bettiah 


The present 
Maharajah made a free gift of the lands which were required for the Tailwa 


line which passes through his estate. Government should therefore one 
forward to help so generous a friend in his difficulties. It can easily hg 
him by passing an Act authorising the opening of a Government loay for 
clearing off his debts. 

Urntya Papers. 


77. The Utkal Dipikd, of the lst September, states that the Raja of 

7 Kanpur, anticipating severe scarcity in. hjs 

of eit measures adopted by the Beja state, has advanced large sums of money and 
pur. 

several bharans of paddy to such of his subjects 

as were in distress. He has further stopped the realisation of rent for the 

current year. As the Raja was induced to adopt these benevolent measures 


through the exertions of his Dewan Baboo Gaurmobun Sen, the paper passes 


high encomiums on that officer. 
78. Referring to a speech which Mr. Tute, the Collector of Cuttack, 


_ en delivered at a or meeting held in connec. 
Mr. Tute and Lady Thompson's tion with the better management of Lad 
Ba acs Thompson’s Dispensary in that town, th 
same paper points out that the tone of the speech was such as to estrange 
the minds of the native public from the great and useful undertaking which 
they had in view. It would have been a gracious and polite act on the part 
of Mr. Tute to have pointed out the usefulness of the institution instead 
of scolding native gentlemen for their not coming forward to subscribe to 
its funds in the manner desired by him. As the dispensary was intended for 
the benefit of both the Native and European residents of the town, the 
writer cannot understand why Mr. ‘Lute asked only the former to 
subscribe in its behalf. 

79. The same -paper has the following paragraphs on scarcity in 
Angul, a Tributary State of the Orissa Gurjats 


Famine in Angul. . 
belonging to Government :— 


‘‘ Last year the crops of Angul failed. Though we brought the matter 
to the notice of Government, they disbelieved our report. It is true that 


many saved their lives by eating fruits and roots of trees, but that made | 


them sick and unhealthy in the extreme. Want of rain this year has 
deprived the people of their fruits, and compelled them to wander about as 
beggars in the streets. Their abject condition excites our pity. 


“Our Angul correspondent supplies us with the following important 
particulars. The village sarbarakars have reported to the tehsildar that 24 
persons died of hunger, caused by want of food. ‘he mortuary returns are 


classified below in the order of the affected villages :—_ 


Name of village. | oe Name of village. By 
of deaths, 


Chendipada — ei Jarasingha 
Jamunda oe ah Talamal 


Jarada ... ee ae Khalaumba 
Madanmohunsabi .... a Benagaria 
Matiasahi 


Sasun,,, is ee Total ve 
Jagannathpur “_ 
“Deaths are also of frequent occurrence in thosevillages whichhave oe 
much distressed by scarcity. We hear that enquiries are being made eu 
the true cause of the reported deaths, but there must be some importan 


ae 


te 


aim etn CS oe“ FF €& > £93 & FS 


( 989 ) 


ease 10 explain so many deaths. We ask, who is to be held responsible 
for this state of things? Many have deserted their homes. Unless the 
Government comes orward quickly to the relief of the famished and the 
distressed, thousands of lives will be lost in no time, It is shameful conduct 
on the part of Government to attach the homesteads and agricultural imple- 
ments of the famished ryots at a time when their distress passes description. 
“Since writing the above, we have received information to the effect 
that eight or ten more deaths have occurred from the same cause. 
g0, The Uria and Navasamvdd, of the 5th September, writes a long 
leader on the subject of the prevailing scarcity 
in Orissa; and advises Government to remit 
he rents due from tenants or landlords of the distressed parts of that 
province on account of the current year. 
81. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 8th September, points out that the 
Rajab of Athgurh is under the false impression 
4 road between Cuttack and that the laying out and construction of a 
Agel new road, joining Cuttack with Dhenkanal 
and Angul, and passing through his estate, will do injury to his property or 
otherwise injuriously affect the welfare of his ryots. He has, therefore, 
assumed an attitude of opposition towards the undertaking, in consequence 
of which the Cuttack-Dhenkanal road lies incomplete, and the communica- 
tion between Outtack and Angui remains as difficult as ever. The extremely 
unsatisfactory nature of that communication was never seen so clearly as 
at the present moment when a terrible scarcity afflicts the poor and the 
fanished of Angul, for whose relief paddy or rice must be brought up from 
Cuttack. 3 
82. The same paper informs the public that the Rajah of Boad, a 
Tributary State of the Orissa Gurjats, has 
piviicl meacures adopted by the tided over the difficulties arising from scarcity 
due to a partial failure of seasonable rain- 


Scareity in Orissa. 


fall by introducing wise and judicious relief measures, such as repairing 


embankments, digging tanks, and executing other useful works, which gave 
| ample work to those that needed it most. | | | 


838. The same paper is of opinion that it should be one of the 
important and primary duties of every District 
Board to repair and cleanse such of the tanks 
in the district as are situated near chattis or rest-houses, where travellers 
tepose temporarily in the course of their journey. For, if the roads which 
are used by travellers must be looked upon as proper objects of care and 
attention, the tanks, which supply drinking water to travellers, must be 
considered to be more proper objects of care and attention. 

84. The Uria and Navasamvdd, of the 12th September, proposes the 
abolition of the Balasore Normal School, and 
the establishment of a large number of guru- 
taining schools in different parts of the Balasore district, or the opening 
of guru-training classes in connection with the middle schools of the 

strict in its place. This. arrangement, the paper points out, will secure 
large outturn of trained gurus at the present cost. 

85. The Samvdd Bahikd, of the 6th September, reports that the 

Subarnarekha river on the north of the 

M ia att Baliapal thane, Balasore district having overflowed, a large 
portion of the Baliapal thana has lost its 

‘tops, the flooded tract having remained submerged for several hours, while 
€ violent current of the C&stas, a branch of the Subarnarekha, has carried 


way several houses, leaving their owners to take shelter upon trees or upon 
30 grounds. : 


Tanks near Chattis. 


The Balasore Normal School. 
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Assam Papers. 


86. The Paridarshak, of the 17th September, says that Mr. 


the District Superintendent of Police, to 


Ing the 
Mohan 
has sent 


PR go mong. a. Superinten- gong, has not succeeded in establish 


charges brought by.him against Gopi 
Rai, the head-constable. Gopi Mohan has been acquitted, and he 


a petition to the Chief Commissioner against Mr. Fullerton. It is ho ‘ 
that the Chief Commissioner will do justice in the matter. The police \ 
become very unruly in consequence of the indulgence it receives from rv 
authorities. It has indeed become a disgrace of the British administration 
in India, and Government should therefore keep a sharp eye on all it 
proceedings. | 

87. The same paper is sorry to find that Government has vested 


: Mr. Mesurier, the Assistant Commissione 

Pe ge yo i Assistant Com- who has been appointed to act for Isha, 

Baboo, the Extra Assistant Commissioner of 

Sylhet, with first class magisterial powers. Mr. Mesurier being a youn 

officer should not have been vested with such extensive powers. ; 

88. The same paper says that it is sgt for the Viceroy t 

i aa express sympathy with native convicts j 

an oe the jails. If His Excellency is really fins 

vinced that native convicts are oppressed and ill-treated in the jails, and that 

their lives are shortened by such treatment, he ought to make some 
arrangement for relieving their sufferings. , 

89. The same paper says that one Chandra Nath,a Mohurir in the Sylhet 

Munsifi, has been committed to the Sessions 

qi Mohurir in the Sylhet Mon- on a charge of misappropriating Government 


money. Ifthe man is not released on bail, 
he will not be able to make the necessary arrangements for bis defence, 


and it is therefore hoped that the kind District Judge of Sylhet will release 
him on bail. 


The Sheristedar, Judge's Court, 90. A correspondent of the same paper 


Sylhet. writes as follows: — 
. 


‘“‘ SHERISTADAR, JUDGE'S Count, SYLHET. 
LV. 


‘‘ One Iswar Sing, a man of Girish Baboo, applied for copies of certain 
documents relating to Baboo Peari Mohan Pal, additional civil court amino, 
and probably they contained something against him. The application was 
accompanied with information slip, but under the practice then in vogue 4 
searching fee was demanded of him which he refused to pay. Iswar Sing 
informed the Sheristadar about the matter, who, feigning ignorance (!) of 
the practice that was in existence for some years, most unblushingly asked the 
comparer why he should charge Iswar Sing with a searching fee. However, 
finding that his arts would not avail anything, and afraid fest his obstinate 
tenacity should lead to any unpleasant disclosures regarding him, he wanted 
to settle the matter as smoothly as possible and had a general order issued 
by the District Judge exempting all such applications from the levy of searching 
fees. We have nothing to say against the order itself, but it strongly reflects 
upon the Sheristadar’s conduct to have obtained this order on this particular 
occasion ; and what makes the matter still more suspicious is that the report 
of the comparer in this connection is said to be missing. ) 

_ Now, Iswar Sing personally could have no concern with the documents 
in question, nor was there any chance for him to obtain such preci 
particulars as he did, unless he was supplied with them by some one inte 
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ested in the matter, who could privily inspect the documents prior to filling 
up the form of application for information. © 
«From what we have said, it clearly appears‘that Girish Baboo was the 
rson really interested in the matter, and that Iswar Sing only acted for 
him, and that his attempt to have the practice of realizing searching fees in 
such cases set aside was simply to save his own money, and not to do any 
public good. This inference becomes stronger when we look at the fact that 
the documents had been lying in the record-room quite unnoticed for several 
ears till the Sheristadar took it into his head to have his son-in-law —s 
ed as civil court amin. It is now for the sheristadar to clear his conduct.” 
91. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :—‘ We do 
- , ot know how to thank Her Excellency Lady 
iat ile in Stilloag “Dufferin for tlie very kind inauguration of an 
institution for training females in the art of 
medicine with a view to making medical aid really accessible to women, 
especially to native women who, in reverence to time-honoured social customs, 
would prefer to live with their ailments—nay succumb under them—to expos- 
ing themselves to an unknown doctor of the other sex. This delicacy is 
more specially felt in cases of childbirth, and I know of cases in which 
either the unfortunate mother or the poor child died before the doctor who 
had. been waiting outside, was allowed to enter the delivery room. It is 
therefore that we thank most heartily our native brethren of Shillong for 
their recent representation to the Chief Commissioner for a midwife to be 
attached to the local dispensary. This is really a long-felt want among the 
native, European, and Eurasian residents of Shillong, and we only hope our 
much-respected Chief Commissioner, Mr. Fitzpatrick, who bas already 
made a name for giving everything his minutest and most conscientious 
consideration, will feel with the public the necessity for the appointment of a 
diplomaed midwife, and find his way to granting the prayers of the memori- 
alists which, to say the least of it, are most legitimate and timely.” 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengals Transiator. 
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